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: By Alfonso Chardy
“ Inquirer Washington Buresu
WASHINGTON — Two congrasion-
.-al committees and the CIA are quiet-
1y investigating El Salvadar's right-
- wing death squads, and prelimum? .
. findings indicate extensive partici-
‘pation by members of Salvadoran
military and security forces bnt no
".involvement by the CIA., -
Information on the invwﬁgaﬁons
came from congressional aides and
from-documents obtained by The In-
‘quirer Washington Bureau. These
sources indicated that investigations
also were looking into financing of
the squads by exiles based in Miami.
Congressional sources said they had
. learned that it cost $20,000 to_set np

.’.'." » -

~one death squad and that one of the *
groups would Kill someone for “afew. -

hundred dollars.”

Congressional aides name Salva-’
_doran Col. Nicolas Carranza as a paid
informant for the CIA, but the com-
mittees’ reports have reached .no
conclusions regarding his possible
.links 1o death squads. Neither of the
- reports has found any indication of
CIA involvement in death-squad op-
erations.

“Nothing that we have learned

‘would in any way implicate theCen—F

* tral Intelligence ‘Agency in the un- -
doubtedly obscene and outrageons
. behavior of individuals and organi-
zations in" El Salvador,” said Sen.
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D, N.Y.),

vice chairman of the Senate Select™

Committee on Intelligence. -

House and Senate lntelhgence

- oversight committees — and the CIA
itsell — opened investigations ‘after-
widespread allegations that senijor
"Salvadoran military officers, includ-

- ing possible pald CIA- informants- -

-had been involved in organizing,
* funding and dxrecting the death
sqnads. .
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"The Democratjc-controlled House

- Select Committee on Intelligence, af-’

ter a limited investigat\op prepared
a four-page report in April conclud-
ing that the CIA had no.connection
to the death squads. The report dxd,
" however,.note the CIA's inability to
-infiltrate the death squads because

of the danger involved and the con-

straint implied in a 1981 executive
order that says, “No person employed
by or acting on behalf of the United

States government shall engage in or

conspire to engage in assassination.” .
.. ~ “The truly successful penetration

df snch a-group death squad,” the

report stated, “may place a CIA
_source in a position where he or she
is required to perform an assassina-
tion. .

“At such a momem, when intelli-
- gence gains sometimes can be most
promising, US. policy would prevent
the continuation of the source’s ac-
.tivities in that group.”

The report, obtained last week,
criticized the CIA for its initial fail-
ure 1o give the squads a high priority
but said the CIA’s reporting had im-

proved considerably in response to .

heightened interest in Congress and
in the White House.

The Senate intelligence, panel is
also assembling & report on the
squads, Congressional sources said it
would exonerate the CIA but mlght
. question the guality of the agency’s

~ information. The Senate report as-

serts that CIA sources included sev-
"eral Salvadoran military intelligence
officers who were themselves direct-
ly linked to death squoads.

Congressional sources familiar

.with the investigations said the in-
_quiries were undertaken, in part, to
prove or dism'ove nlleganons by a

former Salvadoran military official
of CIA links to high-ranking Salva-
doran officials believed connected to
the squads. A group of political activ-
ists critical of the Reagan adminis-

“tration provided $50,000 in cash and

benefits to the officer in exchange
for telling his vérsion to key’ con
gressmen and journalists. -

The officer has refused to identify
himself publicly for fear of reprisal,

" but the Salvadoran government iden- -

tified him as Col. Roberto Santi-
vanez, former chief of the Salvador-
an army's special military
intelligence unit. Until he was dis-
missed in March, he was the Salve-
doran consul in New Orleans.

Santivanez said in March that the
squads were shaped by leading Salva-
doran officials, including Carranza,
until recently chief of the treasury
police. Santivanez said Carranza was

a paid CIA informant.

Santivanez also said that Roberto

" D'Aubuisson, former Salvadoran

army intelligence officer and losing
candidate in this year's presidential
election, organized and continued to
direct death squads and that Salva-

. doran exiles in the Miami area fi-

nanced them.
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